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Abstract: This work — based on a book in preparation — critically examines the significance of large
language models (LLMs) to philosophy and cognitive science. It contextualizes the development of LLMs
within the history of natural language processing, and analyzes how it resurrects longstanding debates
about mind, language, and intelligence. This discussion covers the following questions:

Does the progress of LLMs undermine older critiques of connectionist models?

Do LLMs put pressure on nativist claims about language acquisition?

What is the broader relevance of LLMs to cognitive science?

Do we need a 'psychology' of LLMs?

Can we go beyond behavioral evaluation of LLMs and interpret their internal mechanisms?
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