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Decades of research into the education of deaf and hard of hearing children have often made
for little change in classroom practices. This research to practice gap is common in many fields.
As organisations are typically focussed on either research, or clinical practice, or education,
this is a hard problem to overcome, and typically the information flow is unidirectional (that
is, research filtering down to clinical practice and education). NextSense is in the unique
position of straddling all three areas. Recent changes to location and practice have created
opportunities for information sharing and practice between fields. We will present on the
collaborative process thus far which has allowed us to synthesise recent research to ensure we
are following evidence-based practices, collaborate as a team to meet the needs of each student,
whether they be “eyes and ears”, “eyes only”, or “ears only” students, and implement evidence-
based intervention programs across the school. We will also discuss data collection to monitor
children’s development which will then allow us to contribute to the research field.
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