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The accelerating climate change is four times faster in the Arctic than elsewhere in the world. In 

practice, this means that the landscape is changing in front of our eyes, and as a researcher, you are 

compelled to account for the connections between sociolinguistic, ecological, economic, and socio-

political processes. In this talk, I discuss one possibility to examine these connections, provided by 

assemblage thinking (Deleuze and Guattari 1984). Aligned with the posthumanist approach, 

assemblage directs our attention to the interaction of material, discursive, and affective dimensions 

of an event, situation, or process, and their emergent, often ephemeral connections. Drawing on my 

ethnographic research on the Cold Rush, i.e., the intensified commodification of Arctic commons, I 

discuss the ways these connections together change and challenge values assigned to Arctic natural 

resources and produce emergent relationships and qualities that are neither fixed nor stable, yet 

politically, ecologically, and economically significant. 
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