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Children who are deaf and hard of hearing have reduced access to speech, thereby putting them
at increased risk of not attaining spoken language skills within the normative range. Lower
language skills can have cascading negative effects on social interactions, literacy skills,
academic achievement, and occupational opportunities. Research diverges on the influence of
hearing differences on general language acquisition. However, many studies converge on its
differential effect on some areas of language (e.g., syntax and pragmatic judgment) more than
others (e.g., antonyms). In addition to a diagnosis as deaf and hard of hearing, multiple
variables also contribute to language outcomes. This presentation will discuss spoken language
acquisition across a variety of studies of children who are deaf and hard of hearing to provide
guidance on short- and long-term expectations — and when a change in technology or
therapeutic intervention may be warranted to support a child in reaching their maximum

potential.
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