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Research evidence on the literacy achievement of deaf students has consistently indicated
performance that is not commensurate with hearing age peers, with reports that the median literacy
rates of deaf high school graduates are at the level of an 8 to 9-year-old hearing student. However,
two developments in the field of deaf education—the widespread implementation of newborn hearing
screening in conjunction with historic improvements in hearing technologies including cochlear
implants and other implantable devices—have converged to affect a shift in these outcomes, as they
now afford early meaningful access to spoken language for most deaf children. This access has
increasingly allowed for the age-appropriate language development that serves as the foundation for
improving outcomes in reading and writing. At this juncture in the field, it would be important to
demonstrate the extent to which achievement levels in reading and writing have been impacted and
moved beyond the outcomes of the past. In this session we will present the findings of an investigation
of the reading and writing outcomes of a cohort of school-aged deaf students (N = 70) instructed in
inclusive, mainstream settings—the most common educational placement for deaf students in the

current environment.
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